
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



70 THE SCHOOL REVIEW [January 

of the preface, "It presents an important aspect of Gallic civilization which our 
present interest in things French does not permit us to overlook. It will help 
to make young Americans better acquainted with a land that has been the out- 
post of civilization against barbarism since the dawn of the Christian era; a 
country which first cradled art and learning north of the Alps; a people whose 
strife and sufferings for the past four years form but another chapter in the 
glorious history of those concerning whom Caesar rightly said : 'Of all the peoples 
of Gaul the Belgians are the bravest.' " 

French war stories for elementary students. — The publishers say of La France 
Heroique 1 : "This reader has been prepared for the purpose of helping American 
pupils to have a clearer realization of the undying spirit of heroism and self- 
sacrifice that animated the people of France during the recent war. The selec- 
tions are interesting and varied, and relate simply and truthfully, in the language 
of every-day life, some of the deeds of valor of the officers, soldiers, and civilians 
of this great nation which has been aptly called 'The Soldier of God.' " 

These forty-one thrilling accounts of brave deeds are precisely what the 
high-school boy and girl will read with enthusiasm; their very modernity makes 
them the more appealing. Most of them are related in the present tense or the 
passe de la conversation (passe indefini) with plenty of vivid dialogue, so that an 
overdose of the passe" absolu {passe defini) is avoided. Difficult expressions are 
well explained by footnotes in French, when possible; in English, when plainly 
necessary. A few good sketches lend interest to the subject-matter. Besides 
a complete vocabulary with historical and geographical notes in simple French, 
there is a series of exercises, one for each episode. The latter include intelligent 
questions on the text, questions on synonyms, simple idiomatic sentences for 
translation into French, and various other devices — all adapted to the direct 
method of teaching. The book is well worth consideration by every wide-awake 
teacher of the direct method. 

An essay for advanced French students. — By editing a thesis entitled, De 
VVniversalite de la Langue Francaise? W. W. Comfort, president of Haverford 
College, has resurrected to literary notice Antoine Rivarol, who long has lain 
buried and unmarked, save by the meager monument of a few lines devoted to 
mention of him in the Histoires de la Litterature Francaise. This brilliant orna- 
ment of the salons of Paris, known "chiefly as a wit, a brilliant conversationalist, 
whose caustic judgment and trenchant phrase were remarked by his contem- 
poraries," was "a perfect type of the eighteenth century Frenchman. His talent 
for general truth, and his genius for brilliant epigram make his literary remains of 
decided interest." But he is not often read. 

This thesis, by devious blending of historical facts and logical conclusions, 
shows just why French has become the universal language. By universal lan- 
guage Rivarol means that language which, by its natural growth, its power, and 
flexibility, is best able to express exactly, concisely, and fittingly the great 
thoughts developed by all nations. It is the survival of the fittest among lan- 
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